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FXFRAVING read over the printed 
8 H 8 New Militia Bill, I flatter myſelf 
OO it will be acceptable to the 
public, to ſet forth the ſeveral material 
alterations made from the laws now in 
being. A meaſure, which is to affect 
the people of England, by teaching them 
to defend their own country without the 
aſſiſtance of foreign troops, cannot be too 


much promulgated before it is finally 
concluded upon, in order to have it 


thoroughly 


(4) 


2 thoroughly well-conſider'd, and ſo formed 


as to anſwer the good purpoſes intended 
thereby. Many Circumſtances may ftrike 


Gentlemen who are not Members of Par- 
liament; and I am confident there is fo 


much candour in thoſe who are friends to 
it in that houſe, that they would gladly 
receive any information which may aſſiſt 
the plan; but the chief reaſon of my 
putting pen to paper, is to prevent the 


trouble which may be taken in finding 


out what are the new parts ; and the more 
to facilitate the conſideration, I have made 
references to the pages of the printed Bill, 
and have taken the liberty to add a few 


obſeryations to each particular. 


Tz H » firſt alteration pl at the 3d 
page, That ſubalterns qualifications need 
not lie, half in the county for which they 
ſerve ; as the great difficulty lies in pro- 
curing lieutenants and enſigns, I ſhould. 
have been glad if any farther openings 
could have been made for them, as their 

| fortune 
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fortune is ſuppoſed to be the leaft of the 
commiſſion officers, and their pay being 
ſo likewiſe, it is a manifeſt diſadvantage 
they labour under, particularly at ſuch 
times as the Militia is not embodied, 
where in attending their duty they muſt 
be wholly at their own expence.- The 
field-officers and captains. are, according 
to their qualifications, of ſuch a rank in 
the world, that their being at an inn for 
twenty-eight days in a year, will not ſo 
materially affect them, as the others: 
Therefore, if at ſuch times only the in- 
ferior officers were to receive pay, it 
would not be adequate, at leaſt not more 
than their expences, and be but a trifling 
conſideration for the benefit which would 
accrue, of having . gentlemen ready to 
offer for thoſe commiſſions - which, I am 
afraid, from the footing it ſtands upon at 
preſent, they may be backward in doing; 
but as nothing of this ſort is mentioned in 

the New Bill, nor indeed could be, without 
making it a monied one, I hope theſe 
ſentiments may. ſtrike the legiſlature to 
procure it in a future pay-bill. 


Tur 


(o) 

THz next point which occurs is in 
the 11th page, where an adjutant may be 
taken from any corps of Militia, which 
has been embodied, as well as from his 
Majeſty's other forces, and, to the honour 
of the Militia regiments now in ſervice, 


I dare fay, there are many who may be 


well qualified for it. 


TR x clauſe in the 12th page exempts 


2 Militia officer from ſerving as ſheriff 


during the time of his continuance in the 
regiment, and is very proper, as he cannot 
act at the ſame time in two capacities; 
if it had gone to a total exemption, 


after four years ſervice as an officer, it 


might not have been too much; ſince 
conſidering the expence the ſheriffs are 
conſtantly put to in that year, it is a bur- 
then inftead of honour; and is now 
grown a heavy charge upon country 
gentlemen, 2 | 


THe next. new clauſe appears in the 
13th page, Where ſerjeants may be re- 
_. duced 


('X) 
duced into the ranks, and is certainly ne- 


ceſlary; to be provided for; ſinee by the 
preſent laws, the appointment of a ſer= 


jeant vacates his place as a Militia- man; 


ſo that without ſuch: a regulation, he 
2 


Ix the 14th page, ſerjeants, drum- 
mers, and fifers, are not to inliſt into his 
Majeſty's other forces. If gentle- 
men conſider the expence and trouble 
there is in having thoſe perſons taught, 
and the ſervice they are of in their re- 
ſpective regiments, it is highly proper 
they ſhould not have it in their power 
to leave their corps. | 


* 


Pace 18, In the exemption of perſons 


are expreſs'd, officers: who have ſerved! 


four years; as they, tho voluntarily, 


have diſcharged their duty to the pub- 


lick in their reſpective ſtations, a poor 
labouring man with three children is 
likewiſe exempted. 


Tur 
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Tux 19th page contains one of the 
moſt eſſential amendments in the whole 
bill, relating to the raiſing of men with- 
out the ballot ;// pariſhes are hereby im- 
powered to produce volunteers, and with 
the conſent of the inhabitants aſſembled 
in veſtry, to give them a ſum of money out 
of a rate to be made for that purpoſe ; 
in which caſe they are not to be ballotted; 
but if they refuſe or neglect to provide 
men in that manner, they are to be drawn 
as uſual, by lot. It is to be obſerved, 
that pariſhes might before offer volunteers; 
but as they were not juſtified in making 
them any allowance for ſerving, they 
could not procure perſons for nothing, 
where the men might receive money as 
ſubſtitutes to principals, and the price on 
that account was enhanced to a great 
degree, occaſioned by the drawn man, 
from his ſituation, not being at liberty to 
attend perſonally: Whereas, by this pro- 
poſal, the difficulty and exorbitancy of 
procuring perſons, will be, in a great 


meaſure, removed; as a pariſh will much 
| eaſter, 


(G9) 
eaſier, and at a cheaper rate find men, 
than individuals; and as the ſum will be 
trifling, divided among the pariſhioners, . 
moſt undoubtedly all pariſhes will fall into 
the method; likewiſe will have many other 
good effects, as deſtroying inſurances, 
ſubſcriptions, and the impoſitions of ſer- 
jeants, who have got into a method of go- 
ing ſhares with ſubſtitutes, thereby work- 
ing upon the neceſſity and exigency of 
- principals. In this caſe the tradeſmen, 
manufacturers, and farmers, will be under 
no apprehenſions of their ſons or ſervants 
being taken from them; nor will labourers 
run from place to place to avoid the 
chance of being drawn; at the ſame time 
that it is not merely confined to this mode, 
but only the option given ; becauſe if it 
was obligatory, there muſt be a pecuniary 
penalty ſubſtituted, in failure of producing 
volunteers, which would lay the deputy- 
lieutenants and juſtices under great difficul- 
ties; and if therefore pariſhes do not 
chuſe to follow this plan, they muſt then 


all ſtand the chance upon whom the lot 
B ſhall 


(200 
mall fall, as the ſervice wants men, nf 
not money to find men. This appears 
to be ſo reaſonable, that for the future, 
upon any vacancies, there will be no more 
trouble than ſending to the pariſhes the 
number wanted, and they will return men 
to be ſworn in; which will likewiſe take 
up much leſs time in compleating the 
corps, than the neceſſary delays of ballott- 
ing, giving notice to the perſon choſen, and 
afterwards a reaſonable time for him to 
look out another, if he cannot go himſelf, 
And as a farther ſecurity to the above 
clauſe, it is enacted in the 2oth page, 
That where perſons have received money 
to ſerve in the Militia, they ſhall not in- 
lift in his Majeſty's other forces, unleſs 
the ſum is returned from whence they 
received it; which is certainly reaſonable, 

as they would otherwiſe make a practice 
of cheatiug pariſhes and principals, which 
had been frequently done, to the detri- 
ment of the pariſhes; as by the law 
it creates a vacancy, and the princi- 


pal is diſcharged from finding another. 
This 


(n) 
This is ſo obvious an inconveniency, as 
alone juſtifies this clauſe ; more particu- 
larly ſo, when pariſhes are to give the 
money ; for they would, by that means, 
be continually paying men, who would 
afterwards inliſt. Not that it prevents 
their entering elſewhere, if either them- 
ſelves, or the recruiting officer, ſhould 
think it worth paying back the ſum given. 


AGREEABLE to the above meaſure 
of procuring men, there is a prohibitory 
clauſe, in the 21ſt page, againſt beating 
up for recruits; a practice, I am afraid, 
ſometimes made uſe of, but not to 
be permitted; for where the law has 
provided 'a method of furniſhing people 
for the Militia, they ſhould not encroach 
upon the recruiting ſervice, nor interfere 
therein with his Majeſty's other forces ; 
but keep ſtrictly to the directions of the 
at, And here let me obſerve, that if 
any particular ſum was limitted by this 
bill, to be given to volunteers, as I have 
heard ſuch a propoſal talk'd of, it would 

B 2 materially 
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(12) 
materially hurt both eſtabliſhments, be- 
cauſe it would fix it at that price; as 
was the caſe of the ten pounds penalties ; 
if the legiſlature had fix'd five pounds, 
it would have been the given price; 
therefore if it was now aſcertained, it 
muſt be at ſo high a rate, as to prohibit 
the raiſing men at all; nor would it avail, 


becauſe pariſhes would find means of 


making bargains, and giving encourage- 
ments, which could not be inveſtigated ; 
therefore it would detriment the recruit- 
ing ſervice, without prejudicing the Mili- 
tia; ſo that if it is left open, as in the 
propoſed bill, the price will be no more 
than the real circumſtances of affairs re- 
quire, and which being a commodity, 
will occaſionally riſe and fall, and find 
its own channel, without any connivance 
er evaſion, which the other would open 
the door for. 


Tur next new clauſe is immediately 
following, Where two general meetings 
are to be held annually, and four ſub. 

diviſions ; 


6613.) 
diviſions; at which ſub- diviſion meetings 
only, as by a ne clauſe in the ſubſequent 
page, diſcharges. are to be granted. 
This is intended, that the country ſhould 
know when that particular bufineſs is to 
be tranſacted, as at preſent it may be 
done at any time, and the perſons who 
might wiſh to have attended, not appriſed 
thereof. But that vacancies ſhould not 
remain unfilled up, the next clauſe em 
powers a ſub- diviſion meeting to be called 


at any time for that purpoſe. 


THERE is an alteration. in the ſame 
page, relating to the Militia-man changing 
his place of abode ; who is not to ſtay 
for a vacancy in the pariſh he removes to, 
but continue bound to ſerve for the pariſh 
he was choſen for; and if he remove 
to a place, where there is a different 
regiment, he is to ſerve in the firſt 
vacancy of the ſame ;, which is highly 
reaſonable, as the publick is intitled to 
his ſervice, from the time of his inrell- 
ment; which ought to be performed, 

Mt 
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let him go to live where he will, 
and notice is to be given where he 
removes to, that it may be thereby 


known. 


Tu E clauſe in the 26th page, is to 
prevent the fraud of ſham contracts for 
apprentices, as that deſcription of perſons 
is very properly exempted, many eva- 
fions of the law were made in this inſtance, 
therefore neceſſary not only to put a ſtop 
to, but to puniſh the offenders. 


I'n the 3oth page, there is a ſmall 
alteration about the Militia cloaths ; 
which, when embodied, are' to be ap- 
plied in ſuch manner, as the Colonel or 
commanding officer ſhall think beſt for 
the uſe of the Militia-man, and as 
practiſed in his Majeſty's other forces. 


I the fame page will be ſeen an addi- 
tional benefit from pariſhes furniſhing 
volunteers, who will not be intitled to 


any family allowance as they enter 
for 


(15) 
for a conſideration : Therefore pariſhes 
will either not provide men, who 
have families unable to maintain theme 
ſelves; or, if they do, the pariſh' muſt 
take the charge upon themſelves, as they 
are not bound to procure ſuch ; whereas 
In the ballotted caſe it is compulſory on 
the perſon, and if his family ſuffer for 
want of him who is obliged to be called 
forth, the country ought in juſtice to take 


care of them. 


Tur 35th page contains that eſſential 
point of training and exercifing in time 
of peace, Which is propoſed to be 
done, by regiment or battallion, twice in 
a year, at fourteen days each time, or 
once in a year for twenty-eight days, as 
ſhall be directed at a general meeting; 
during which time the proviſions of the 
mutiny act to take place, but not to ex- 
tend to life or limb. | 


Tu E above new clauſe is ſubſtituted 
in the room of the preſent mode of pro- 
vincial 


(£29) 

vincial exerciſe, which is for every fort- 
night for eight months, and one week at 
-Whitſuntide, and nothing but pecuniary 
- puniſhment inflicted by -warrant of a 


(juſtice of peace. It evidently appears, 


tat this plan is infinitely preferable, 
both for the ' furtherance of the ſer- 
vice, and the convenience of the officers 
and men. And as to the ſubordination 
and diſcipline : neceſſary to be kept in ſuch 
a body of men, it cannot be done by any 
other means; more particularly from their 
having been ſo long kept out. The ſeveral 
articles of war are ſo much better known 


and underſtood than any other rule or 


regulation, particularly as it does not ex- 
tend to life or limb, and can therefore be 
only corporal puniſhment, which is con- 
ſtantly directed to be inflicted on offenders 
by the common law ; therefore not the 
-leaft danger to liberty, more eſpecially as 


the officers, who are to put this act in 


execution, and ſit upon judgment, are 
to be gentlemen of landed qualifications, 
therefore may be full as much truſted to 
take 


\ 
N 
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take cognizance as juſtices of peace; and 


will generally be perſons of that ſtation 
themſelves; ſo that it is no more than the 


moſt ſummary and effectual proceſs 
which can be made uſe of, for the 
purpoſes of keeping due order and regu. 
larity ; and, indeed is for the benefit of 
thoſe places where they may happen to 
be quarter d; as otherwiſe they would 
be looſe and outrageous, and much in- 
conveniency ariſe before a remedy could 


be applied. 


As to the time of the men being 
kept in practice, it will not be for any 
greater number of days than the preſent, 
but infinitely of more efficacy, both for 
the inſtruction of officers and men. The 
difference, therefore, is only taking the 
time all together, inſtead of at broken 
periods every fortnight, often incapacitating 
the men from working the day after; ſo 


that, in effect, they loſe two days, inſtead 
of one; and it is likewiſe a great con- 
finement to the officers, who mult be 


C conſtantly 
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conſtantly in the way, if they attend the 
exerciſes; whereas it will, in future, 
be only at ſome fix'd time, and the re- 
mainder of the year, the gentlemen as 


well as private men, will be at liberty. 


Tus is the laſt alteration which occurs 
of conſequence ; and indeed, very few 
are the material articles; ſo that I will 
not carry my reader further in the bill, 
but conclude with a few general obſerva- 


tions on the whole. 


LET me intreat gentlemen, to read 
over and conſider the whole of this bill, 
with a view of amending, inſtead of 
mangling it: For when a Militia is ſet 
on foot, it ſhould have, for the fake of 
the country, as practicable a law as poſſi- 
ble, to model and regulate it. The 


queſtion, Whether the Militia is to be a 
meaſure, is quite difterent from the con- 


fideration of the bill itſelf; and in order 
to give it a fair and generous trial, it 
ſhould be permitted to ſee what might be 

made 


1 
made of it, or elſe totally deſtroy the 
eſtabliſhment by an open declaration, and 
not by ſide winds. 


NorTrHIN G more clearly ſhews the 
excellence of the meaſure, than its ar- 
riving at its preſent greatneſs, maugre all 
the rubs and difficulties thrown in the 
way, and therefore ſeems to be the na- 
tural plan of internal defence for this 
country. A river may be diverted, or 
kept out of its channel, but it muſt be 
by a ſtrong head made againſt it: For 
where it finds vent to flow into its uſual 
courſe, it will ſoon remove all impediments. 
The wrong bias that has been always 
taken is, that the Militia is to be the only 
force: But that is very far from the real 
ſtate of the caſe, however induſtriouſſy 
ſuch a doctrine has been propagated : It 
was never intended more than as a ſuc- 
cedanum to a proper number of ſtanding 
forces, to be kept up in this kingdom, 
and not to be uſed or called upon, but 
under the particular circumſtances ex- 


C 2 preſſed 
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preſſed in the act, vig. invaſion, or im- 
minent danger thereof, or rebellion; 
the occaſion and neceſſity ſtill ſubject to 
parliament, who need not vote the pay 
longer than they ſee the exigency; and 
that, indeed, is the true check, which 
parliament will, I truſt, always keep in 
their own hands; as by that means 
they will make themſelves judges of 
the propriety of every meaſure which 
requires money to keep it on foot, and 
much more cogent than any injunctions 
which may be laid on miniſters and go- 
vernment by any clauſe in the bill: For 
if any leading man in a houſe of com- 
mons, could have influence ſufficient to 
prove the neceſſity of keeping a Militia 
in pay, he will have equal power to 
perſuade them of the neceſſity to keep 
them out. But by no means is any uſe 
made of an act of parliament, to be 
brought as an argument againſt the law 
itſelf, ſince every unwarrantable proceed- 
ing of a magiſtrate would, by parity of 
reaſoning, go to the abolition of the law 


he has abuſed, 
A As 
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As to the duration of the preſent New 
Bill, tho there appears no limitation in 
the draught; yet it is generally under- 
ſtood to be propoſed for ſeven years, and 
to the end of the then next ſeſſions of Par- 
liament, the uſual ſtile of clauſes for that 
purpoſe; during which period the mea- 
ſure will, it is to be hoped, have ſome 
tryal in time of peace, which is mate- 
rially wanted; and if upon eſſay it will 
ſupport itſelf, a ſhort Bill may continue 
it; beſides it may be an abſurdity to per- 
petuate a propoſal, without ſeeing whether 
it may anſwer. The preſent Militia was 
embodied, almoſt as ſoon as it was raiſed, 
ſo that tho' it gave very good preſages of 
its ſucceſs, yet it had not gone beyond 
the novelty. of it ; but I conclude, that 
if it has ſo amazingly maintained its 
credit, through ſuch continued fatigue 
of marching, and counter-marchings, 
and encamping, it will a fortiori hold 
up its head in time of peace. But till 
as the former Bill was only a tryal in one 
mode by the ballot, and fortnight exer- 


ciſes 
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ciſes; this is no more than a tryal by 
pariſhes furniſhing the quota, and the 
training for a continued time. Beſides it 
ſeems rather to favour the plan when 
ſpecified for a term, than if left open 
and at large; for in the latter caſe, when- 
ever perſons in power, enemies to the 
principle of Militia, (if any ſuch there 
ſhould be) may find it grow unpopular, 
they may then make uſe of the argu- 
ment of its having no period to repeal it 
whereas in the firſt caſe, it is a declaration 
of the legiſlature that they will give it ſo 
long a tryal, during which time it may 
have ſeveral ebbs and flows; ſo that as 
a friend to the meaſure, I think it better in 
that ſhape than the other. The great 
article is not to have the meaſure ob- 
ſtructed in its progreſs thro' parliament ; 
for if art ſhould be made uſe of to 
render it ineffectual, there had better 
be no Militia at all, than a law, as the 
firſt was made, purely to deſtroy itfelf; 
but I will not ſuſpect ſuch want of 
candour in any perſon; all gentlemen 

will, 
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will, I hope, co-operate to make the Bill 
as practicable as poſſible ; or if it ſhould 
be perceived that there is an intention 
of ſapping and undermining it in its 
foundation, better let the fabrick fall, 
than prop a tottering building which 
only gives fear and alarms to paſſengers. 
But I hope both the meaſure and the 
term will be amicably adjuſted, and that 
the whole will be conducted with that 
unanimity ſo neceſſary at this critical 
conjuncture. 


Bur before I entirely quit the ſubject, 
give me leave to ſay that the beſt formed 
Bill cannot be ſufficiently efficacious, 
unleſs ſome method is taken to make 
the Militia general; it muſt be raiſed 
in every county for the nation to receive 
real and ſubſtantial benefit from it; and 
as we are upon the commencement of 
a freſh war, it requires an exertion of 
all our ſtrength ; little prehaps may that 
all be; but I am ſure we cannot afford 
to leſſen it in any ſhape. Why ſhould 

the 


„ 

the whole receive advantage from the 
ſervices and labour of a few, who ſtand 
forth to train and diſcipline their neigh- 
bours, ſo much to their own honour, 
and ſo uſeful to the kingdom in general? 
If we wiſh to carry on the war with 
vigour, we muſt all join hands in the 
ſupport of it, and not have ſome repoſe 
in ſloth and idleneſs, whilſt others are 
diligent and watchful; let the burthen 
as well as advantage fall equal; and if 
there is any county whole gentry are ſo 
indolent as not to take the trouble 
for themſelves and others, let the men 
of thoſe places be rendered uſeful ; who 
may be ſent to join their neighbouring 
counties, and be placed under the com- 
mand of officers already appointed. 
Suſſex may eaſily be coaliſed with Surry ; 
Derbyſhire with Cheſhire ; Nottingham- 
ſhire with Lincolnſhire; and in this 
manner the reſt of the unraiſed Militia 
might be applied ; and it would be a 
means of aſcertaining the equal num- 
bers, fince it is very unreaſonable that 

ſome 
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ſome counties ſhould furniſh 1 in 17, and 


others not above 1 in 40; nor can a 
partial Militia be at all carried on with 
utility ; the ſeveral embodied corps muſt 


on that account be marched to places 


for want of railing their own; nor is 


it equitable that the expence ſhould fall . 


upon particular diſtricts, when others 
receive equal advantages; nay, rather they 
ſhould bear the whole expence, for their 
not executing the law. Beſides, it is no 
ſmall conſideration, that labourers go 
from one place to another, thereby ren- 
dering hands ſcarce in ſome, and ſuper- 
abundant in others, even to the detri- 
ment of their ſettled inhabitants ; which 
would not be the caſe, if the whole 
was raiſed. Therefore I hope ſome plan 
will be found out, to make it univerſal. 
Cannot the preſent times render our well- 
beloved Monarch, as feared and reſpected 
in Europe, as Queen Elzabeth, or 
Oliver Cromwell ? I inſtance thoſe as giving 
laws to the world Our fleets and 


armies are equally formdaable, and no- 
: thing 
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thing is wanted but a proper internal 
defence; and, indeed, it becomes now 
more neceſſary, as I know not where we 
might have foreign troops, if we ſtood 
in need of them; every power is fo 
much engaged in the preſent broils, that 
we muſt truſt to ourſelves for ſupport. 
And ſurely it muſt be a ſhame to Eng- 
land, that its inhabitants ſhould not be 
made capable of defending themſelves. 
Had we been in poſſeſſion of the force 
which the preſent embodied Militia gives 
us, at the time of the rebellion, that 
rabble of Highlanders had never got to 
ſo great a height, nor ſhould we have 
been under the neceſſity of recalling 
Our troops from abroad. Let ' theſe 
conſiderations awaken the country to 
adopt the meaſure in its full force. 
Our navy will preſerve our ſuperiority | 
at ſea; our army maintain and extend 
our conqueſts abroad ; and our Militia 
be ſufficient to fruftrate - any attacks 
that may be made by invaſions or re- 
bellions. The laſt of which, thank God, 

there 
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there is not the leaſt likelihood of ; nor 
need we be under any apprehenſions; from 
the former. If therefore we wiſh to act 
with ſpirit and firmneſs, let a general 
Militia be a proof of it; let the world 
ſee the power we are capable of exerting, 
and they will find, that to a people united 
in ſtrength as well as ſentiment, neither 
France nor Spain can give terror or 
alarm, 
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